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Communicating with deafblind people.

There are about 23,000 deafblind people in the UK. Some will be
totally deaf and totally blind and others will have some hearing and
vision.

Deafblind people communicate using a variety of methods,
depending on their own needs.

● As many deafblind people still have a little sight and hearing they
can use speech and hearing aids to communicate.

● Deafblind people who were born deaf or became deaf in early
years usually communicate using British Sign Language. If they
have lost their sight they will use hands-on signing.

● Some deafblind people use the Block Alphabet. This involves
tracing out the alphabet in capital letters on the palms of their
hands, or other part of the body.

● A quicker method is the Deafblind Manual Alphabet, where words
are spelt out on the fingers and hands of a deafblind person.

● Very rarely, some deafblind people use Tadoma, where they place
their hands on the speaker’s lips or throat to feel vibrations.


